William Green Jones
September 8, 1942 - June 8, 2019

William G. Jones “Bill”, age 76, of Cedarville, Michigan, died on Saturday, June 8, 2019 at
his home, surrounded by his family. He was born September 8, 1942 in Detroit, Michigan
to Orville and Eva (Conn) Jones.
After graduating from Taylor High School in Taylor, Michigan, Bill pursued a teaching
degree, and graduated from Western Kentucky State College. During his college years, he
met his future wife, Betty Jo Weitlauf. They married June 19, 1965 and came to Cedarville,
Michigan to begin teaching careers and spent the next 53 years happily married in the Les
Cheneaux Area, raising one son and ultimately retiring from Les Cheneaux Community
Schools.
Bill’s greatest passions in life were firearms and hunting. He was a competitive shooter in
many disciplines including trap, skeet, bullseye pistol, high power rifle, and archery. He
was national champion in .22 pistol two years in row, 1983 and 1984. He had an incredible
ability to perform at his best when the stakes were highest, and was all but impossible to
best in his prime. His son, Mark, often said that he had introduced Bill to archery
competition because he had to find something he could beat his Dad at.
Bill’s favorite hunting pursuits were upland birds, especially woodcock and grouse. He
often said that bird hunting was his favorite because there wasn’t any preparation work…
you grab your shotgun and dog and away you go! He often would quip to Betty, “Wake me
when it’s bird season…”. He harvested so many birds over the years, she was able to
make two feather pillows which are still being used today.
Bill also raced snowmobiles for several years, including competing in the I-500 for two
years. He was active as a Clark Township volunteer firefighter and has been a member of
many organizations, including the NRA, Chippewa County Shooting Association, St.
Ignace Moose Lodge #999, Mackinac Straits Shooters Association, Michigan Education
Association, National Education Association, and Les Cheneaux Masonic Lodge #590.

Bill is survived by his wife, Betty; son, Markus (Deanna); mother, Eva Jones Roberts;
“favorite”grandsons, Evan and Emmett; step-sister, Jackawayne (Ransey) Chaney; stepbrother, William L. (Janice) Roberts; sister-in-Law, Cecelia (Bill) McNeil; brother-in-law,
Maurice Weitlauf; niece, Michelle (Terrell) Anderson; and nephew, Chad (D’Che) Beyer.
He formed many friendships in his lifetime, and each and every one was valued by him.
Bill always seemed to find friends no matter what he was doing, or where he went. Even
though you may not see your name written here, please know if you were his friend…you
were important to him!
Bill was preceded in death by his father, Orville; step father, William “Lee” Roberts;
mother-in-law and father-in-law, Catherine and Cecil Weitlauf.
According to his wishes, no public services will be held.
Memorial contributions may be directed to Chippewa County Shooting Association, PO
Box 474, Sault Ste. Marie, MI. 49783, or Sault High Varsity Rifle Team, c/o David Cox, 705
Johnston St., Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

Comments

“

Bill would come and stay at our house in Montana when he came on his hunting trips
every fall. He would make sure he brought my brother and I a present each time he
came, one of those presents being a gun. I will always cherish those moments with
him.

Keelie Potter - June 16, 2019 at 01:04 PM

“

So glad that Paul Agne and I were able to visit Bill and Betty days before his passing.
It was a heart warming day. Bill and Paul were childhood friends. They experienced
great times together, including many hunting trips and family memories. We learned
so much we didn't know after reading Bill's obituary. He certainly will be missed, but
never forgotten.
Claudia Losch

Claudia Losch - June 14, 2019 at 08:07 AM

“

Great man. Great teacher.

Tania Grove - June 13, 2019 at 06:50 PM

“

I really liked him, one if my biggest memories is when he had UPS delivered a 7mm
maginum rifle to his classroom and a handgun! Separate occasions and everyone
got the chance to hold them!

Mike Wachowski - June 11, 2019 at 10:36 PM

“

MR. Jones as i called him was my homeroom teacher at CHS. I had many talks
about hunting birds. Mr. jones was a great man and became a friend. You will be
missed.

MIKE J PATRICK - June 11, 2019 at 03:37 PM

“

“Mr Jones”, the only name I ever knew this amazing man by, was a favored teacher
of mine way back when I was in Jr High School. He was a good teacher that made
me laugh with some of his facial expressions he made when I came in the room! The
one I remember most was the way he would make his eyes go from normal to huge,
as if he were surprised to see me each time I entered his room! Lol! Of course, I
would respond back in the same way! It was our way of greeting each other each
day. I will always remember Mr Jones with fondness and a smile!
I’m so sorry for your loss, Betty, Mark, Deanna, Eva and the rest of the family as well.
Praying that God will comfort you during this time and in the days ahead. Hugs, from
my heart to all of your!

Claudia (Perkins) Brood - June 11, 2019 at 11:58 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. He was my teacher for a few classes ..... he added
"current events" to one class, which we were also tested on. Kareem Abdul Jabbar
and the kidnapping of Patty Hearst, etc ..... I always remember that class/discussions
when I hear those names now. And, can't forget the Michigan history class! We
memorized every county, with correct spelling, what some cities and towns are
known for, etc. Made me love our state more than what I already did. I'm sure he will
be missed.

Betty Flagel Grootendorst - June 11, 2019 at 11:40 AM

